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NYRALON TRICOT ...2-WAY STRETCH 

Imagine! a pantie -girdle just like 
your lingerie! As soft, as easy to 

wash ... yet cleverly interknit with 
lastique ... so that the petal -smooth 

Nyralon- tricot gently molds your 
figure! Truly a wonder -number by 

Flexees ... designed with two -way 
stretch that gives pliant, young 

figures support with comfort! 
Four adjustable, detachable garters. 
Panteez sizes: small, medium, large; 

in bride- white, petal -pink, baby -blue: 
$2.95. And -to match -a Flexaire Bra: 

AA, A, and B cups, 32 to 38. $1.50. 
Just ask your favorite store! 

Radio's Own Life Story 
(Continued from page 18) 

the mandolin with a wild free grace. 
Lessons on guitar, fiddle, trombone, cor- 
net and piano followed. By the time he 
was fifteen he had run out of new 
instruments to conquer and was forced 
to invent the bazooka. This inspired 
arrangement of two lead pipes and a tin 
funnel got him a carnival job at three 
dollars a week. From then on he was 
dedicated to show business, though 
Hollywood regarded him with a lack- 
lustre eye and so did radio when he 
knocked hopefully at the door. Not 
until Rudy Vallee gave him a break did 
fortune smile. After that one network 
spot, he was signed by Kraft and his 
tales of his Uncle Fud, Cousin Dud and 
the rest of his accident -prone relations 
took him to the movies. 

n the soberer side, the Columbia 
Workshop, a sustaining show that 

ran until 1947, was to have an enormous 
influence on radio writing. It was set 
up at heavy expense by CBS to explore 
new dramatic forms and to encourage 
new talent. It served its purpose bril- 
liantly. Irving Reis, an engineer, was 
one of its first shining lights. He left 
his control room to write and produce, 
and brought a fresh new talent, uncom- 
plicated by other literary styles, to 
radio drama. He also was responsible 
for a new and vivid use of sound effect. 
He is now a successful film producer. 

Well -known writers such as Archi- 
bald MacLeish and Irwin Shaw did 
their first radio writing for the Work- 
shop. The most outstanding new author 
it developed was Norman Corwin, who 
joined it in 1938. His "Plot to Over- 
throw Christmas" had a big response, 
and after that he went on to write 
enough exceptional scripts to fill sev- 
eral books. Most memorable are his 
"We Hold These Truths," written at 
white heat after Pearl Harbor. It was 
heard on all four networks and reached 
the biggest single audience and play- 
wright ever had -sixty million people. 
In 1945 his "On A Note of Triumph" 
was an even more memorable program 
to mark the end of war. 

We, The People turned a bright new 
spotlight on the human side of people 
in the news. It was the creation of the 
resourceful Phillips Lord (Seth Park- 
er). Some seven thousand people have 
appeared on We, The People to tell 
their experiences at the time they were 
making headlines -Joe Louis, Ernie 
Pyle, Harold Stassen, Schiaparelli, King 
Peter of Yugoslavia, Connie Mack -an 
astounding run of the famous as well 
as hundreds of lesser -known citizens 
who had a unique experience to tell. 

Professor Quiz arrived and a new 
cycle began. (Its unknown young an- 
nouncer, Arthur Godfrey, made little 
stir though he heckled the performers 
in a mild fashion.) Quiz shows were 
not exactly new. So far as we know, 
KMTR in Hollywood has the distinc- 
tion of doing the very first in 1927 
when the Do You Know and the 
Ask Me Another books were a brief 
fad. KMTR took advantage of the fever 
by urging people to gather quiz parties 
around their radios and entertain each 
other by calling out answers before the 
announcer did. It didn't catch on. Pro- 
fessor Quiz revived the idea and car- 
ried it a step farther by allowing audi- 
ences in his studio to compete for 
prizes. At the time, everyone thought 
it was just an inconsequential stunt, 
good enough to fill in for a few weeks 

until a better show was found. Who 
cared whether or not some strangers in 
a studio far away won some prizes? 

Who, indeed! 
1937: Franco was attacking Madrid. 
Japan was bombing China in still - 
undeclared war. Amelia Earhart took 
out over the Pacific and disappeared, 
though for weeks the radio bulletins 
carried a note of hope. Marconi died of 
a heart attack at the age of sixty- three, 
having lived to see his "ether tele- 
graph" completely change the face of 
the world. George Gershwin died at 
thirty -eight but left the air alive with 
his music. How to Win Friends and 
Influence People was a run -away best 
seller. Pocket books, a failure when 
sold through book shops, this year went 
on sale in drugstores and changed the 
reading pattern of the nation. The big 
song novelty was "Bei Mir Bist Du 
Schoen." Joe Louis won the heavy- 
weight title. The Big Apple was the 
new dance. The Old Gold Puzzle Con- 
test, started and the huge response to 
its bait of a fortune in prizes brought 
give -away shows a step nearer. 

The thick air over the Dust Bowl 
blacked out the sun. "Okies" began to 
pour into California. On May 12 the 
whole world listened as the new King 
George VI bravely, slowly, painfully. 
told his people on the air that he ac- 
cepted the obligation of Empire. His 
coronation was described by dozens of 
American air reporters -a dress re- 
hearsal of the news coverage our radio 
soon was to pour out of Europe. Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's second inaugural 
speech was the sober, "I see one -third 
of the nation ill- housed, ill -clad, ill - 
nourished...." 

One of the unforgettable moments in 
radio was the sobbing, shocked, half - 
articulate words cried out by an eye 
witness when the German dirigible 
Hindenburg burned at Lakehurst, New 
Jersey. Herbert Morrision of WLS, 
Chicago, was the only radio man left on 
the scene as the big airship came in 
for the last few hundred feet of a 
routine flight over the Atlantic. He was 
not on the air. He was making a wire 
recording for later use on his home 
station. The other reporters had packed 
their gear and were leaving the field 
when a burst of flame roared five hun- 
dred feet into the sky. Morrison's "Oh, 
oh, it's terrible, terrible, ladies and 
gentleman, oh those poor people . 

was rushed to the air by NBC, thus 
ending that company's ten -year ban 
against recorded programs. The disaster 
also ended the day of lighter- than -air 
craft. The mooring mast so hopefully 
built at the top of the Empire State 
Building stands today as an idle monu- 
ment to this dream. 

D adio played an important part in an- 
other disaster early this year when 

the tributaries of the Mississippi turned 
ominously muddy as an unusually 
heavy snow melted in an unseasonably 
warm spring. Flood crest hit in Feb- 
ruary, inundating towns of the whole 
valley and swamping the delta. Radio's 
part in rescue work is given credit for 
saving thousands of lives. First the 
warnings went out on the air. As the 
waters rose, WLAC, Nashville, cleared 
all programs for six days to direct 
crews carrying food and water. WLAP, 
Lexington, Kentucky. was on the air 
four days and nights for the same pur- 
pose. WOP1, Bristol, Tennessee, was on 


